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Thinning and GHGs

• Immediate effect: transfer some C from the 
forest to the atmosphere (CO2)

• Long-term effect: more carbon in the forest, 
greater percentage of ultimate atmospheric 
emissions in form of CO2 vs. CH4







The Essential Dilemma

• It is (economically) expensive to convert 
biomass into energy

• It is (environmentally and socially) 
expensive not to convert biomass into 
energy






